
Message from
our Chairman

Well, here we are - 2016
and another year behind
us, another year older
and wiser!
However, it appears quite strange to me that
despite the numerous messages given out to
householders via the media, many of us still
leave windows and doors unlocked or open
invitingly while away from our premises.
Can we spread the message during 2016 and
try to eliminate unauthorised entry via unlocked
or open doors and windows?
Off my soap box now, Neighbourhood Watch is
an organisation set up to try and protect
people’s property by keeping an eye out for any
unusual activity. This is being carried out all
over the country by a host of good neighbours,
either as individuals or as an organised group.
We are one of those groups supported by the
police and other organisations including
businesses and councils.
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Non-emergencies - to report a
crime, or something suspicious,
discuss local policing issues, or
report ongoing local problems.

Internet Safety and Children
by PC Darren Peters - Internet Safety Schools Advisor

When it comes to Birthdays, many children request something to do
with technology, and often something that has access to the internet.
The number of devices that have an on-line capacity seem to
increase at an amazing rate.
Beyond the traditional Laptop, we have
seen Tablet Devices, Smart Phones,
and Game Consoles such as Xbox, Wii,
Playstation etc rise to the top of
childrens’ wish lists. All these devices
can be used to access the internet.
Today’s children have grown up in the digital world and many know
far more about computers than their parents. However, we should not
forget that they are children and as such have less understanding of
risk and human behaviour.
Many parents feel overwhelmed by the new technology and hesitant
to discuss it with their child, however, children (especially at Primary
age) will take real delight in talking about all things digital.
Parental controls assist in filtering out pornography and other
inappropriate content. Time limits and age restrictions can also be set
to control what games children play and thankfully most Games
Consoles and Internet Service Providers now provide free parental
controls.
Ensuring children use ‘Safe Mode’ when they use a Search engine
will assist in blocking any obvious adult content. Also ‘YouTube’ can
be set to ‘Safe Mode’ to avoid children watching inappropriate or
disturbing material.
Social Networking sites are very popular with children but many do
not realise that they need to ensure their privacy settings are set
correctly to prevent their personal details being available to everyone
on the internet. Check what sites they are using and check how to
protect them on-line.  It’s important - the options for you to
protect them are widely available.
By establishing solid guidance at an early age, as teenagers they will
be far more likely to make the right choices and confide in parents
who they know are there to help and support them.

https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/staying-safe/staying-safe-
whilst-online/keeping-your-child-safe-online/

More internet safety advice / support …….

Offers
advice and
resources
for young
people,
their
parents and
carers, teachers and trainers
as well as a reporting tool.

There are
useful guides
for young
people, their
parents and
carers,
teachers and professionals
and foster carers, adoptive
parents and social workers.

www.ThinkUknow.co.uk
www.saferinternet.org.uk

Sheds and
Outbuildings
at risk
As our thoughts turn to
the garden at this time
of year thieves are on
the look out for ‘seasonal’ items that may
fetch a good price!
Sheds and outbuildings usually contain
valuable items that might fit the bill or even be
used as a tool to gain entry to the house.

Check how vulnerable your shed is and try to
make it more secure. Metal grilles over the
windows, along with reinforced hinges and
locks, are a worthwhile investment.

Consider securing the valuable items you
keep inside, using security cables or chains,
with robust padlocks.

Thieves do not like to hang about – the
more obstacles you put in their way, the
less likely they will be to bother.

Paul Finch (Chairman)



Safer Gloucester
Partnership
by Pat Dabbs

Paws on Patrol will return to
Gloucester Park on Saturday 7th
May from 12 noon.
We are delighted to welcome a display
of the Police Dogs and their handlers showing their
skills, also L G Agility with their display, plus Meirion
Owen and The Quack Pack – an amusing and
entertaining display of well trained border collies herding
Indian Runner Ducks around the arena.

Also there will be the traditional dog show where
everyone is invited to show how fabulous their own pets
are.  Do come along and enjoy a low cost, entertaining
afternoon – and bring along the sunshine with you!
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If you would like further information about any of the above, or if you
would like to be placed on the distribution list to receive the Partnership’s

quarterly newsletter - either by email or by post - then
please contact me: Pat Dabbs,

Community Safety Project Development Officer on 01452-396984
Please also visit  www.SaferGloucester.co.uk

NHW Police Unit News
by Bob Lloyd (County NHW Field Officer)

Over the last ten years there has
been a dramatic decrease in
vehicle related crime across the
UK, which is obviously good news
for motorists.
Improved security measures
introduced by manufacturers have
made the theft of the vehicle much
more of a problem for the offender.  The inclusion of
immobilisers has meant that in order to steal and drive away
a car, the thief has needed to get hold of the car keys.
Unfortunately, as a result, there have been a number of
recent house burglaries in which the sole object seems to
have been to locate the car keys.
The thieves have had considerable success finding the keys
without disturbing the occupants who have been asleep
elsewhere in the building. High performance Audi, BMW,
Range Rover and Volkswagen vehicles seem to be current
favoured models.
What can we do to prevent this kind of theft?  Firstly we
need to think about where we keep the car keys in the
house and avoid the obvious places such as the hall table, a
hook in the kitchen or in a bowl near the front or back door.
Why not keep car keys hidden upstairs at night or perhaps
under lock and key in a safe?  Can you set your intruder
alarm to just cover the downstairs or particular rooms when
you go to bed at night?  Do you have security lights covering
the area where you park your car?
I recently installed solar powered lights outside my house as
they are quick and easy to put up and are an effective
addition to my home security.
Vehicle tracking devices are also a useful addition now and
the police in Winchcombe were recently able to quickly
recover a car after it was stolen in such a burglary.
Finally please remember to remove any valuables from
your car when you leave it as laptop and tablet
computers, mobile phones and handbags are still some
of the most popular items stolen from parked vehicles.
Reminder to Co-ordinators - If you haven’t done so already and
you have internet access can you please register your scheme on
the National NHW website.  It takes just a few moments and will
eventually bring advantages such as free public liability insurance
for your scheme.  If you have any problems with this please contact
Bob Lloyd on 01452 752086.  The link to the site can be found at
https://member-registration.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/30/Join

You may care to check out the National Neighbourhood
Watch web site “www.ourwatch.org.uk” as it has had a
facelift. The new logo for NHW is clearly displayed, which
we anticipate having authorisation to use in the next edition
of “Cascade”.
Bob Lloyd

Tel: 01452 752086
Bob.Lloyd@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk

Email for non-emergencies
We are always looking at ways to

improve our service and have
introduced an email address for

non-urgent issues:

101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk

Best Bar None
Following the success of the Best
Bar None Scheme in Gloucester, the
winner (Butler’s Wine Bar) and
coordinators were invited to the
House of Lords for a National Best
Bar None Awards reception.
Gloucester had submitted a nomination for the “Best New
Scheme Award” and were excited to hear the week
beforehand that we were through to the finals.

It was a brilliant evening and the icing on the cake was
when Gloucester was announced as the winner! The photo
shows us with the awards and cheque for £1,000.

Gloucester Park - Saturday 7th May from 12 noon



To receive a PDF version of “Cascade” by email send
your email details to GloucesterNHW@blueyonder.co.uk
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~~ Exclusive home security offer for readers ~~
Full professional Allcooper alarm
system, from £599 including VAT

£599 offer includes Control Panel, live bell box, 1 x door contact,
2 x movement detectors, 2 x proximity fobs

Terms & conditions - Please note that some properties may need
additional detection to give sufficient protection and coverage
depending on the risk. This equipment would be at extra cost.

Allcooper are an NSI Gold Approved installer. As such, we are
obliged to provide a Service Contract for each system we sell.

The annual cost of a simple Service Contract is from just
£6.00 per month including VAT, payable by Direct Debit.

Call us today on 01452 372626 or email
home@allcooper.com quoting ‘Cascade’

to take advantage of this offer.

Allcooper – your trusted local partner for home security & safety
New Chambers | 7 Hucclecote Road | Gloucester | GL3 3TQ

Chairman’s Address
\contd from front page

Your committee would like to thank all the individual co-
ordinators who deliver the message to our members. We
carry out our tasks as individual volunteers and do not
receive any recompense other than the satisfaction of
knowing we are helping to reduce crime.
The local committee is always looking for new members to
help us carry out our duty to keep Neighbourhood Watch
active in Gloucester and the local area. We are a friendly
“bunch”, always open to new ideas on how to spread the
message to reduce crime and the fear of crime.

If you feel that you could help us in any way by
attending just a few short meetings, (we only have
about 8 a year), please contact Bob Lloyd whose
contact details are included in this newsletter.

It is the time of year now that we look forward to the lighter
evenings so that we can venture out into our gardens and
enjoy some sunshine (hopefully). Please lock your doors
and windows when you are in your garden and away
from the front of your house.  It is one of those simple
precautions that costs you nothing but could save you a
great deal of heartache if your property happens to catch
the eye of an opportunist burglar.

GDNWA Chairman

Beware Blue Badge
application ‘scam’
Gloucestershire County Council
is warning of scam websites that
are charging people to apply for
a Blue Badge, when the process
should be available free.
A blue badge is available to disabled people to allow them free
parking and access to services and facilities. It can be applied
for free of charge through the Gloucestershire County Council
website.
There is a charge of £10 if a badge is issued.
But some Gloucestershire residents have reported being
caught out by unscrupulous websites that are charging fees of
around £50 for processing people’s applications.
These sites carry out the same simple application process that
applicants can do themselves via the local authority or
GOV.UK and are in no way affiliated to the blue badge
scheme.
Eddie Coventry, head of Gloucestershire trading standards
service, said: “These websites may not be illegal but they exist
solely to make money by charging for an application process
that would normally be absolutely free.
“Just because a website appears at the top of the list on an
internet search it may not be the best one to use. Please
ensure that you use the official website.
“We would like to raise awareness of this practice so that
people are not caught out in future. If you know of anyone who
needs a Blue Badge please pass the information on.”
You can find out if you’re eligible, and apply for a blue badge,
by visiting gloucestershire.gov.uk/bluebadge or by calling the
Adult Social Care Helpdesk for information on 01452 426868.
[Source: County Council press release - 16th February]

Garden Security
- A thorny issue for would-be burglars!
One of the best ways to keep
thieves out is to use nature’s own
defence mechanisms to stop intruders.
A barrier of prickly hedge along your boundary or
underneath a window will help deter thieves.
Hedges and shrubs in the front garden should be kept to a
height of no more than 3 feet in order to avoid giving a
burglar a screen behind which he can conceal himself.
The following plants are known to have thorns, although we
cannot guarantee that the plant you buy will produce thorns.
� Creeping Juniper:  Also known as ‘Blue Rug’ it has a

thorny stem and foliage
� Blue Spruce: Rigid branches, irregular dense blue,

spiky needles. Slow growing.
� Common Holly: Large evergreen shrub, dark green

spiked leaves. Large red berries on female plants only.
� Giant Rhubarb: Giant rhubarb-like leaves on erect

stems, abrasive foliage. Can grow up to 2.5m high.
Plant by water-side for effect.
� Golden Bamboo: Very graceful, forming thick clumps of

up to 3.5m high. Less invasive than other bamboos.
� Chinese Jujube. Medium sized tree with very spiny

pendulous branches. Leaves glossy bright green. Bears
clusters of small yellow flowers.
� Shrub Rose: Excellent ground cover, pale pink flowers,

very thorny stem.
� Pencil Christmas Tree: Medium-sized tree of columnar

habit, with ascending spiky branches. Attractive form
with dense growth.

Also consider: Juniper, Purple Berberis, Mountain Pine, Blue
Pine, Oleaster, Blackthorn, Fuschia-flowered Gooseberry.



· Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 call anonymously (or use
anonymous form at https://crimestoppers-uk.org) to leave
information about crimes and suspicious activity .

· Gloucestershire Police   101 - non emergencies, report a
crime, incident, discuss local policing issues, or use
101@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk

· Project Solace 0800 408 2000 - multi-agency team
tackling Anti-Social Behaviour in Gloucester

· Gloucester Trading Standards 03454 04 05 06
· Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Support Service (GDASS)

0845-602 9035
· Victim Support Line 0845 30 30 900
· Samaritans 01452-306333 at any time
· Hate Crime & Incident Action Group 0800 077 8460
·  Problem with Loan Sharks? 0300 555 2222 call anytime

Something to report or need help?

“Cascade” is delivered quarterly to 14,500+ households in 470+
NHW Schemes within Gloucestershire Constabulary
(Gloucester Division).  Thank you to our sponsors:

Gloucestershire Constabulary - printing costs
Allcooper, Security & Fire Safety Solutions - distribution

GDNWA - Our key focus is to reduce crime and the fear of crime in our community. Many thanks to all who help deliver “Cascade”

Working with new
security technologies

Our lifestyles are changing as we adopt and
embrace the latest household gadgets. From
super-fast broadband to ‘smart’ televisions, these
developments in technology are offering many
new benefits, and the security industry is no
different.
Today, you can opt for a wireless intruder alarm system,
which is quicker and easier to install. The components
communicate using radio signals and run off long-life
batteries, making them easy to power and reposition.
Mobile phones and smart technology are introducing
convenient new ways to secure your home from any
location. For some intruder alarm systems, Apps (or
mobile applications) can enable you to receive alerts
when sensors are triggered. Daily tasks such as setting
and unsetting your alarm can also be done from the palm
of your hand.
Other security products, including the latest range of
CCTV systems, can now use the internet to stream and
store images in high definition, day and night. A recorder
can be simply connected to your broadband router,
allowing it to upload your footage to a secure web
location, which can then be accessed securely via the
internet.*

*Please note: Your broadband connection needs
to be stable and remain on at all times to ensure
this type of technology is effective. If your
broadband connection is inconsistent this can
impact on performance and may require updating
in order for you to enjoy an uninterrupted service.

To ensure there is no compromise when it comes to the
protection our systems provide, Allcooper thoroughly
assess the use of smart technology as part of your
system, in order to ensure that everything we do to
protect your home is entirely effective. Our systems are
designed with future flexibility in mind. As and when new
technology becomes available, we are able to guide and
advise you on the best solution to keep your system
updated.

For further information about Allcooper alarm systems and
home security services, please contact our dedicated Home
Team on 01452 372626, or email home@allcooper.com.

Comments to the Editor, David Brown, at GloucesterNHW@blueyonder.co.uk - Published by GDNWA. Printed by Typecraft.

~ Allcooper sponsored article ~

Visit https://glosnw.wordpress.com for more about some of the
articles in this Cascade and a list of the web links included.
Also you will find an archive of past copies of Cascade.

Allcooper – your trusted local partner for home security & safety
New Chambers | 7 Hucclecote Road  |  Gloucester  |  GL3 3TQ

• You will never be asked for your name
• Your call will not be recorded
• Your call or online form will not be traced
• You will not have to make a statement to the police
• You will not appear in court

We create a report from the information you give us.
Our call handlers will check that this report contains
no information that might identify you, e.g. if the call
is about your neighbour we will not mention this. We
don't even make a note of your gender.

Did you know …?
Crimestoppers’ promise of
anonymity has never been broken.


